PREFACE
principal loopholes for evasion. It was not, however, until
Panizzi, as Keeper of Printed Books at the British Museum,
obtained authority in 1850 to take up the matter that the obliga-
tions of the Copyright Acts were rigorously enforced; and by
that time the number of receiving libraries had been reduced to
five by the Act of 1836. Since then the burden has generally been
regarded (though not by all publishers) as negligible, and the
benefit, alike to authors, students, and the publishers themselves,
whose trade depends on the labours of students and authors, as
unquestionable.
Mr Partridge has rendered a great service to literary history
and to those interested in the production and dissemination of
books by bringing together in a convenient volume a mass of
information hitherto widely scattered and difficult of access. In
the second part of his book he has extended his researches to
every part of the British Empire, and his record of the copyright
laws and regulations in all the Overseas Dominions, Colonies,
and Dependencies will be of great value for purposes of refer-
ence. The whole is a work of great labour, which should be on the
shelves of every Librarian.
FREDERIC G. KENYON
December, 1937.